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EC-1477. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the Department’s ‘‘National Call to Service”’
program; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-1478. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Land and Minerals Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Oil and Gas and Sulphur Operations
in the Outer Continental Shelf—Plans and
Information—Protection of Marine Mam-
mals and Threatened and Endangered Spe-
cies” (RIN1010-AD10) received on April 13,
2007; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-1479. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief Human Capital Officer, Office of
the Under Secretary, Department of Energy,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
the designation of an acting officer for the
position of Under Secretary, received on
April 12, 2007; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-1480. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Security Administra-
tion, Department of Energy, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a nomination
for the position of Principal Deputy Admin-
istrator for Nuclear Security, received on
April 12, 2007; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-1481. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief Human Capital Officer, Office of
the Under Secretary, Department of Energy,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a vacancy in the position of Under Sec-
retary, received on April 12, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-1482. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration, Department of Energy, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a va-
cancy in the position of Principal Deputy
Administrator, received on April 12, 2007; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-1483. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration, Department of Energy, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a va-
cancy and the designation of an acting offi-
cer for the position of Under Secretary for
Nuclear Security, received on April 12, 2007;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-1484. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Office of the Chief Financial
Officer, Department of Energy, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a nomination,
discontinuation of service in an acting role
and the designation of an acting officer for
the position of Chief Financial Officer, re-
ceived on April 12, 2007; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-55. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Montana sup-
porting the 25 x 25 Initiative to Increase
Production of Renewable Energy by the Ag-
ricultural Community; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 6

Whereas, having an affordable, clean, reli-
able, and plentiful energy supply is critical
to Montana’s economy, as well as the na-
tional and international food supply; and

Whereas, current and future risks to na-
tional energy security are mounting while
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domestic and global energy demands are
growing exponentially; and

Whereas, Montana and the United States
have tremendous renewable energy re-
sources; and

Whereas, the development of a broad spec-
trum of renewable energy resources, includ-
ing wind power, biofuels, biomass, methane
digesters, ethanol, and solar, benefit the en-
vironment and will have a direct economic
benefit to agricultural landowners and rural
communities; and

Whereas, rural communities and agri-
culture will experience multiple benefits, in-
cluding establishing additional markets for
agricultural commodities, increasing farm
income, creating added-value uses for crops,
livestock, and their byproducts, encouraging
more productive use of marginal lands, re-
solving air, water, and soil quality problems
that may arise from agricultural operations,
improving wildlife habitat, and creating
many new job opportunities; and

Whereas, American agriculture is well po-
sitioned to play an expanded role in the de-
velopment and implementation of new en-
ergy solutions and with appropriate techno-
logical innovation, incentives, and invest-
ments, America’s farms and ranches can be-
come the factories that produce a new gen-
eration of fuels to help meet the nation’s en-
ergy needs; and

Whereas, ‘25 x 25’ is an agriculturally led
initiative that envisions America’s farms
and ranches producing 25% of America’s en-
ergy supply by the year 2025 while con-
tinuing to produce abundant, safe, and af-
fordable food and fiber; and

Whereas, agriculture’s role as an energy
producer will have a positive effect on na-
tional security and trade imbalances and
will serve as a catalyst for rural develop-
ment in Montana and the United States; and

Whereas, Governor Brian Schweitzer (D-
MT), Governor Dave Heineman (R-NE), Gov-
ernor Tim Pawlenty (R-MN), Governor
Mitch Daniels (R-IN), Governor Ed Rendell
(D-PA), former Governor Jeb Bush (R-FL),
Governor Kathleen Sebelius (D-KS), former
Governor Tom Vilsack (D-IA), former Gov-
ernor George Pataki (R-NY), former Gov-
ernor Robert Ehrlich (R-MD), Governor Jen-
nifer Granholm (D-MI), former Governor
James Risch (R-ID), Governor Jim Doyle (D-
WI), Governor Jim Douglas (R-VT), Gov-
ernor Ernie Fletcher (R-KY), Governor John
Lynch (D-NH), former Governor Bob Taft (R—
OH), Governor Tim Kaine (D-VA), Governor
Arnold Schwartzenegger (R-CA), and Gov-
ernor Rod Blagojevich (D-IL) have endorsed
€25 x 25”’; and

Whereas, state legislatures from Colorado,
Nebraska, Kansas, and Vermont have en-
dorsed ‘25 x 25’’: Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate and the House of
Representatives of the State of Montana, That
the Montana Legislature endorses the ‘25 x
25" vision of agriculture providing 25% of the
total energy consumed in the United States
by the year 2025, while continuing to produce
abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber.
Be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution
be sent by the Secretary of State to the Hon-
orable George W. Bush, President of the
United States, the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the Major-
ity and Minority Leaders of the United
States Senate and House of Representatives,
and each member of the Montana Congres-
sional Delegation.

POM-56. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Senate of the Legislature of the State
of Kansas urging Congress to allow inter-
state marketing of state inspected meat; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

April 16, 2007

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 1604

Whereas, the Federal Wholesale Meat Act
of 1967 allows states to have state meat in-
spection programs which are required to
meet or exceed federal inspection standards
of the United States Department of Agri-
culture for wholesomeness, cleanliness and
food safety; and

Whereas, Kansas is in the majority of
states which have elected to operate equiva-
lent meat inspection programs allowing
state-licensed and state-inspected meat proc-
essing facilities to engage in intrastate com-
merce. Other states are pursuing implemen-
tation of state inspection of their meat proc-
essing facilities; and

Whereas, State meat inspection programs
are flexible and can efficiently and safely
adapt their activities to small, local meat
processors that cannot be duplicated by the
federal inspection program because of its
size and complexity; and

Whereas, State-inspected meat and poultry
products are currently barred from inter-
state commerce under federal law, including
neighboring local markets in other states,
despite current meat safety and quality as-
surances, affecting long-range rural develop-
ment and economic growth strategies within
the meat processing industry; and

Whereas, such limitation on marketing of
state inspected meat inhibits economic de-
velopment and value-added agricultural ac-
tivities in this nation’s agricultural sector;
and

Whereas, current policy of the National
Association of State Departments or Agri-
culture supports the interstate shipment of
state-inspected meat products: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the State of Kansas,
the House of Representatives concurring there-
in, That we urge the United States Congress
to enact revisions to the Federal Meat In-
spection Act and the Poultry Products In-
spection Act to allow the interstate ship-
ment and marketing of meat products by
state inspected meat processing facilities;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be di-
rected to send an enrolled copy of this reso-
lution to the President of the United States,
the President of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, the Secretary of the United
States Department of Agriculture and each
member of the Kansas Congressional delega-
tion.

POM-57. A resolution adopted by the House
of Representatives of the Legislature of the
State of Michigan memorializing Congress to
invest in Head Start and Quality Child Care;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 40

Whereas, Head Start and high-quality child
care prepare children for school and life suc-
cess by narrowing the educational achieve-
ment gap between lower- and upper-income
kids, increasing high school graduation
rates, and reducing crime.

Whereas, studies show that at-risk chil-
dren who attend Head Start and high-quality
child care are better prepared for school. For
example, Head Start narrows the literacy
skills gap by nearly half between children in
poverty and all children. The research is
clear that quality early childhood education
programs work to prevent crime. In Ypsi-
lanti, Michigan, three- and four-year-olds
from low-income families who were ran-
domly assigned to a group that did not re-
ceive preschool preparation were five times
more likely to have become chronic
lawbreakers by age 27 than those who were
assigned to the High/Scope Educational Re-
search Foundation’s Perry Preschool pro-
gram; and
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Whereas, currently, only about half of eli-
gible low-income children can attend Head
Start due to state and federal funding limi-
tations, and even fewer infants and toddlers.
Less than five percent of eligible children
three years old and younger are able to par-
ticipate in Early Head Start. Moreover, only
one in seven eligible children in working,
low-income families receives help paying for
quality child care through the Child Care
and Development Block Grant. The combina-
tion of state and federal money for preschool
has helped Michigan reach two of three at-
risk four-year-olds and one of five at-risk
three-year-olds; and

Whereas, Real dollar funding levels for
Head Start and child care have been cut for
the last several years, falling far behind the
rising costs that programs face. Instead of
reaching more eligible kids with comprehen-
sive health, nutrition, and early education
services, Head Start programs have been
forced to shorten program hours, cut back
staff, reduce parent coaching, and reduce
transportation and other services that help
families participate: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to increase discretionary fund-
ing in the federal budget for 2008 by $750 mil-
lion in additional funding over current levels
for Head Start and $720 million in additional
funding over current levels for the Child
Care and Development Block Grant
(CCDBG). This request does not address the
unmet need in Head Start and CCDBG, but
simply restores services to children to the
Fiscal Year 2002 level. This is a crucial first
step toward meeting the need to provide
quality early childhood education and care
for at-risk children. Investing in Head Start
and quality child care now will improve edu-
cation outcomes for our nation’s at-risk chil-
dren and will save lives and money down the
road: and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-58. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of North Da-
kota encouraging a recommitment to the
ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment
in all states and final passage in Congress; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 3032

Whereas, the proposed Equal Rights
Amendment provides ‘‘equality of rights
under the law shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on ac-
count of sex” and Congress sent the Equal
Rights Amendment to the states for ratifica-
tion on March 22, 1972; and

Whereas, on February 11, 1975, North Da-
kota became the 34th state to ratify the
Equal Rights Amendment, due to the efforts
of a broad spectrum of supporters, including
the Coordinating Council for the Equal
Rights Amendment, the 44th Legislative As-
sembly, and Senate Concurrent Resolution
No. 4007 sponsors Senators Redlin and Lips
and Representatives Homuth and Pyle; and

Whereas, many women worked all of their
lives for a constitutional amendment affirm-
ing that women had equal rights and protec-
tions under the United States Constitution,
including Alice Paul, Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton, and Susan B. Anthony; and

Whereas, 35 of the needed 38 states ratified
the Equal Rights Amendment and without
ratification the United States Constitution
fails to guarantee female citizens equal
rights and equal justice: Now, therefore, be
it
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Resolved by the House of Representatives of
North Dakota, The Senate Concurring Therein,
That the Sixtieth Legislative Assembly ac-
knowledges the actions of the 44th Legisla-
tive Assembly of North Dakota and the spon-
sors of Senate Concurrent Resolution No.
4007 affirming the equal application of the
United States Constitution to all citizens
through the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment; and be it further

Resolved, That the Sixtieth Legislative As-
sembly declares Friday, March 9, 2007, North
Dakota Equal Rights Amendment Recogni-
tion Day; and be it further

Resolved, That the Sixtieth Legislative As-
sembly encourages a recommitment to the
ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment
in all states and final passage in Congress;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of State for-
ward copies of this resolution to the Gov-
ernor, the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States, and to
each member of the North Dakota Congres-
sional Delegation.

POM-59. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of New Mexico me-
morializing Congress to fully fund medical
care and aid and attendant care services for
Honey Sue Newby and the other Level Three
Spina Bifida children of parents who served
in Vietnam and who are totally disabled; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Whereas, the Federal Department of Vet-
erans Affairs acknowledges that one thou-
sand two hundred children of Vietnam War
veterans have some degree of disability re-
sulting from their birth parents’ exposure to
Agent Orange during military service in the
Vietnam War; and

Whereas, approximately two hundred of
these children of war veterans are designated
as level three spina bifida children, who are
considered to be totally disabled; and

Whereas, these children, designated as to-
tally disabled as a result of their birth par-
ents’ exposure to Agent Orange during mili-
tary service in Vietnam, are in a situation
that is indistinguishable from that of any
one hundred percent service-connected dis-
abled veteran who is totally disabled as the
result of military service; and

Whereas, these two hundred level three
spina bifida children of Vietnam War vet-
erans are not treated equally with the dis-
abled military veterans as regards compen-
satory medical care and aid and attendant
care; and

Whereas, the financial cost for families of
these children can be crippling, and many
proud American military veterans and their
families must depend on welfare or charity
to provide the vital medical care and attend-
ant care their children need; and

Whereas, at least one of these children,
Honey Sue Newby, whose birth father served
three tours as a Marine Infantryman in Viet-
nam, resides in New Mexico; and

Whereas, the Legislature seeks to honor
and encourage fair treatment of all persons
who have made personal sacrifices in the
military defense of our nation: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of
New Mezxico, That it urge the United States
Congress to provide full medical care and at-
tendant care to Honey Sue Newby and the
other level three spina bifida children who
are totally disabled as a result of their birth
parents’ military service in Vietnam; and be
it further

Resolved, That the New Mexico Congres-
sional Delegation be requested to work vig-
orously for adequate funding to provide full
medical care and aid and attendant care to
all level three spina bifida children who are
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totally disabled because of the effects of
Agent Orange used in Vietnam; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this memorial be
transmitted to each member of the Congres-
sional Delegation, the Chief Clerks of the
United States House of Representatives and
the United States Senate and the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs.

POM-60. A resolution adopted by the
Miami-Dade County Board of County Com-
missioners directing the County Manager to
study the creation of a voluntary ‘‘Miami-
Dade Trans Fat Free Program’ and a pro-
gram to provide education and guidance to
restaurants, bakeries and the public regard-
ing the negative health effects of trans fats;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

POM-61. A resolution adopted by the Board
of Commissioners of the County of Arm-
strong of the State of Pennsylvania urging
Congress to place a moratorium on new free
trade agreements, and to investigate and re-
view current free trade agreements and poli-
cies of the United States; to the Committee
on Finance.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of April 12, 2007, the fol-
lowing reports of committes were sub-
mitted on April 13, 2007:

By Mr. BAUCUS, from the Committee on
Finance, with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute:

S. 3. A bill to amend part D of title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide for fair
prescription drug prices for Medicare bene-
ficiaries.

——

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BAYH:

S. 1109. A bill to increase funding for the
National Institutes of Health to carry out
breast cancer research and to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to extend
for 6 months the eligibility period for the
“Welcome to Medicare’” physical examina-
tion and to eliminate coinsurance for screen-
ing mammography and colorectal cancer
screening tests in order to promote the early
detection of cancer; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr.
BENNETT):

S. 1110. A bill to amend the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act
of 1992 to provide for the conjunctive use of
surface and ground water in Juab County,
Utah; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 1111. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make the Federal in-
come tax system simpler, fairer, and more
fiscally responsible, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER):

S. 1112. A bill to allow for the renegoti-
ation of the payment schedule of contracts
between the Secretary of the Interior and
the Redwood Valley County Water District,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BAYH (for himself and Mrs.
CLINTON):
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